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Each year, the Michigan Department of 
Education administers the Michigan Educational 

Assessment Program (MEAP) test, which covers a 
wide range of subjects in grades 3 - 9. The 
following brief analysis shows how two SABIS

®
 

charter schools in Michigan performed in 
comparison to their local school district.  
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About SABIS® Educational Systems 
(www.sabis.net) 
 
 
Founded in 1886, the SABIS® School Network has 
grown to encompass college -preparatory schools 
in 15 countries with over 47,000 students and 
4,000 employees.  In the US, SABIS® Educational 
Systems, Inc. currently operates eight  charter 
schools (Arizona, Louisiana, Massachusetts, 
Michigan, Ohio ,) and one private school 
(Minnesota). The SABIS® philosophy and 
educational model revolve around the firm belief 
that a university education is academically 
accessible to most students, rather than a select 
few. SABIS® also believes that the success of an 
educational institution should be measured by 
the value that it adds to each student.  
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Only in its second year of operation, IAS is making tremendous gains.  The 2008 MEAP data, when 
compared to the local school district, is not yet as conclusive as it is for IAF; however, IAS is clearly on 
the right track and greater gains are expected on the 2009 MEAP exams.  
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1 2008 MEAP data can be viewed and downloaded at http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,1607,7-140-22709_31168-
213744--,00.html 

 

Percentage of Students Meeting or Exceeding Michigan State Standards  
 
This brief analysis compares the performance of two charter schools, the International Academy of 
Flint (IAF) and the International Academy of Saginaw (IAS), to their respective local school districts on 
the 2008 Michigan Educational Assessment Program (MEAP). 
 
These two schools are members of the SABIS® School Network and are managed and operated by 
SABIS® using the proprietary SABIS® Educational System.  
 
The 2008 MEAP exams were administered in the following subjects and grade levels: 

 
English:  Grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8                                           Writing:  Grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 
Math:  Grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8                                                Science: Grades 5 and 8 
Reading: Grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8                                         Social Studies: Grades 6 and 9 
 

The Michigan Department of Education considers only those students who score within the Proficient 
ÏÒ !ÄÖÁÎÃÅÄ ÌÅÖÅÌÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ -%!0 ÔÅÓÔÓ ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ Ȱmet or exceeded standardsȱ.   
 
4ÈÅ ÃÏÍÐÁÒÁÔÉÖÅ ÇÒÁÐÈÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÆÏÌÌÏ× ÓÈÏ× ÏÎÌÙ ÔÈÅ ÐÅÒÃÅÎÔÁÇÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ×ÈÏ Ȱmet or exceeded 
standardsȱ. 1 
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The International Academy of Flint 
(IAF)  opened in the fall of 1999 and 
currently serves 1,060 students in 
grades K-12. IAF has been recognized 
ÁÓ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁȭÓ "ÅÓÔ (ÉÇÈ 3ÃÈÏÏÌÓ 
for the past two years by U.S. News & 
World Report. 
 
The International Academy of 
Saginaw, which opened in the fall of 
2007 with grades K-3, has a current 
enrollment of 160 students in grades 
K-4.  

http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,1607,7-140-22709_31168-213744--,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,1607,7-140-22709_31168-213744--,00.html
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International Academy of Flint (IAF)  

Grade 3 

 
IAF outperformed or tied the Flint School District on three of the four tests administered in 3rd grade. 

Grade 4 

 
IAF outperformed the Flint School District in all four subjects tested in 4th grade.  
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Grade 6 

 
IAF outperformed the Flint School District in each of the five subjects tested at the 6th grade level. 
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Grade 5 

 
IAF had a higher percentage of 5th grade students meeting or exceeding state standards than the 
Flint School District in each of the five subjects tested. 
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Grade 7 

 
In Grade 7, IAF significantly outperformed the Flint School District in all four subjects tested. 
 

Grade 8 

 
IAF significantly outperformed the Flint School District in each of the five subjects tested at the 8th 
grade level.   
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